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The Shakers are a small 
protestant religious 

denomination founded 
in Manchester, England 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ мтллΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
dissident group of the 

Society of Friends 
(Quakers).

Shaker design philosophy  
ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
unless it is both 
necessary and useful; 
but if it is both necessary 
ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ
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The three attributes of Shaker artifacts ς
Simplicity, Elegance and Quality and the 

overriding emphasis on Utility. 

άLŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ free yourself from imagining that you need to 
enhance it by adding what is not an integral part of its usefulness or 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅΦέ

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άShakerizeέ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
used to describe things that have 

these attributes.
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By incorporating 
ά{ƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ, Elegance 
and Quality and the 
overriding emphasis 
ƻƴ ¦ǘƛƭƛǘȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [¦b! 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
άShakerizeέ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
communications.



Confidential © NEPS 2015


